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is nothing very particular except the taking of Constantin.1 The Due de Nemours has greatly distinguished himself. I am sorry to see that in England people are sometimes sufficiently absurd to be jealous of these French conquests. Nothing indeed can be more absurd, as nothing is of greater importance, to the peace of Europe than that a powerful and military nation like the French should have this outlet for their love of military display. If one had named a council of wise men to fix upon a spot where this might be done with the least mischief to the rest of the world, one should have named the coast of Africa. By their being there they will render to civilisation a country which for about 800 years has been growing worse and worse, and which was in the times of the Romans one of the richest provinces. It settles, besides, upon the French a constant petite guerre with the natives, which is the very thing that will do them good.
Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, l$th November 1837.
. . . Now, dearest Uncle, before I say anything more, I will answer the various questions in your letter, which I have com-municated to Lord Melbourne and Lord Palmerston. (1) With respect to Ferdinand's question to you, it is impossible for us to say beforehand what we shall do in such an emergency ; it depends so entirely on the peculiar circumstances of the mome^ that we cannot say what we should do. You know, dear Uncle, that the fleet has orders to protect the King and Queen in case they should be in any personal danger. As to Lord Howard,2 though what you say about him is true enough, it would not do to recall him at present; it would give Bois le Comte 3 all the advantage he wishes for, and which would be injurious to our interests and influence.
(2) With regard to Spain, a very decided mention is made of the Queen herself in the speech which is to be delivered by me to-morrow in the House of Lords.
We have great reason to know that, of late, the Queen lias positively declared her intention to remain at Madrid to the very last.
1  The French losses amounted to 19 officers and 86 men killed, with 38 officers and 468 men wounded.   The French Government had failed in its efforts for an amicable arrangement with Achmet Bey, and it appeared probable that the Turkish fleet "would also oppose them.   The commander, however, merely landed some men at Tripoli, auitl the French success was complete.
2  Lord Howard de Walden, British Minister at Lisbon.
3  French Minister at Madrid.